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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Susskind (US 2001/0046366). 

4. Regarding claim 1, Susskind teaches a recording schedule reservation 
system for programming a recording schedule of a broadcast program through a 
network, comprising: a program information server connected to a network, 
having broadcast program information and client information accumulated therein 
(See Fig. 2 Internet 22, Internet Remote Host Server 24, Television Listings 
Server 25 and Paragraphs 24, 26, 27, 35, and 36); a video recording/reproducing 
apparatus connected to the network for accessing said program information 
server to reserve a recording schedule of a broadcasting program (See Fig. 2 
Video recording device 20 and Paragraph 12); and an information terminal 
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apparatus for accessing said program information server to read the broadcast 
program information so as to select a desired broadcasting program, wherein: 
said program information server delivers broadcast program information of the 
selected broadcast program to the video recording/reproducing apparatus (See 
Fig. 2 InternetA/Veb Access Device 21 and Paragraphs 35 and 36). 

5. Regarding claim 2, Susskind teaches wherein said information terminal 
apparatus is a portable-type information terminal apparatus (See Paragraph 30). 

6. Regarding claim 3, Susskind teaches wherein said portable-type 
information terminal apparatus is a portable-type telephone (See Paragraph 30). 

7. Regarding claim 4, Susskind teaches wherein said broadcasting program 
information includes: a channel number and/or starting time of a broadcasting 
program and/or ending time of the broadcasting program and/or actual duration 
of the broadcasting program and/or a video recording mode and/or a title of the 
broadcasting program (See Paragraphs 28 and 35). 

8. Regarding claim 5, Susskind teaches wherein said information terminal 
apparatus capable of accessing said program information server enables said 
program information server to execute authentication of individuals (Paragraphs 
36 and 41 and Fig. 4 "password-based secured login to user accounts" Account 
is accessed through web access device and authenticated by server through 
password). 

9. Regarding claim 7, Susskind teaches wherein said video 
recording/reproducing apparatus programs a recording schedule based on the 



Application/Control Number: 09/837,725 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2616 

broadcasting program information delivered by said program information server 
(See Fig. 4 and Paragraph 35). 

10. Regarding claim 14, Susskind teaches wherein, whenever an 
improvement and/or any change is effected for broadcasting program information 
service in said program information server, an exactly identical improvement 
and/or change is applied to said information terminal apparatus and said video 
recording/reproducing apparatus via the network (See Fig. 4 and Paragraphs 35 
and 50). The information terminal and VRD receive "current television listings." 
Thus would receive any improvement and/or change in the program information. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

12. Claims 6, 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Susskind in view of Ellis (U.S. #2003/0149988). 

13. Regarding claim 6, Susskind teaches wherein said program information 
server to be accessed by said information terminal apparatus executes individual 
authentication and monitors the programs that have been recorded (See 
Paragraph 36 and 53). Susskind fails to disclose wherein program information 
server charges individuals for payment of service fee. However, having a 
program information server charge individuals for payment of service fee is well 
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know in the art as taught in Ellis (See Fig. 1 Billing System 199 and Paragraph 
61). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have Susskind's program information server 
charge individuals for payment of service fee as taught by Ellis so the provider's 
of the service would receive financial compensation. 

14. Regarding claim 8, Susskind teaches wherein said program information 
server comprises an information/control server to be accessed by said 
information communication terminal (See Fig. 2 Internet Remote Control Host 
Server 24 Paragraph 36) and a television signal provider to be accessed by said 
video recording/reproducing apparatus (See Paragraph 29 VRD is attached to a 
television signal provider which comprises broadcasting program server), 
wherein said information/control server and said television signal provider 
discretely operate on the network (See Fig. 2 and paragraph 29. The Internet 
Remote Control Host Server 24 is connected to the Video recording device 
separately for the television signal provider (not shown)). Susskind does not 
explicitly disclose where the television signal provider comprises a broadcasting 
program server. However a television signal provider comprising a broadcasting 
program server is well known in the art as taught by Ellis (See Paragraphs 12 
and 13). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have Susskind's television signal provider 
comprise a broadcasting program server as taught in Ellis to manage program 
content and information while allowing users to direct a server to record certain 
programs that later may be played back to the user on demand. 
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15. Regarding claim 9, Susskind and Ellis teach wherein said broadcasting 
program server is an electronic program guide (EPG) server (See Ellis Fig. 2b 
Program Guide Server and Paragraph 66). 

16. Regarding claim 10, Susskind and Ellis teach wherein: said 
information/control server accumulates broadcasting program information of the 
broadcasting program selected by said information terminal apparatus, and said 
information terminal apparatus is capable of checking the recording schedule 
from the broadcasting program information accumulated in said 
information/control server (See Susskind Paragraph 35). 

17. Regarding claim 11, Susskind and Ellis teach wherein, if a recording 
schedule of a specific broadcasting program is erroneously input, then, said 
information/control server responds to said information terminal apparatus by 
way of informing said information terminal apparatus of the erroneously 
established recording schedule of the broadcasting program (See Susskind 
Paragraphs 35, 45, and 49). 

18. Regarding claim 12, Susskind and Ellis teaches wherein said information 
terminal apparatus is capable of checking a recorded broadcasting program from 
the broadcasting program information accumulated in said information/control 
server (See Susskind Paragraph 36). 

19. Regarding claim 13, Susskind and Ellis teaches wherein: when said 
information terminal apparatus selects the broadcasting program by accessing 
said information/control server, said information/control server accesses said 
broadcasting program server to set the recording schedule of the selected 
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broadcasting program (See Susskind Fig. 4 and Paragraphs 35, 50 and 51); 
when the recording schedule of the selected broadcasting program is set, said 
broadcasting program server transmits the broadcasting program information of 
the broadcasting program set by said information/control server to said video 
recording/reproducing apparatus (See Susskind Fig. 4 and Paragraphs 35, 50 
and 51); and when said video recording/reproducing apparatus receives the 
broadcasting program information, said video recording/reproducing apparatus 
reserves the recording schedule of the selected broadcasting program (See 
Susskind and Paragraphs 35, 50 and 51). 

Conclusion 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jamieson W. Fish whose telephone number 
is 703-305-0884. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-5. 

21 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ngoc Vu can be reached on 703-305-4946. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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22. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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